Story Map - How the Other Half Lives, Jacob Riis
TN Social Studies standard 5.29: Summarize why the United States was viewed as the land of opportunity by immigrants versus a growing sense of protectionism and nativism by American citizens. (C, P)

Step One:
Background - Immigration to the United States

In the late 1800s, people in many parts of the world decided to leave their homes and immigrate to the United States. Immigration means coming to another country to live. People who do this are immigrants in their new country.  Often they faced dangers and hardships, trying to make a fresh start in a land where everything was new to them.

The United States was believed to be a land of economic opportunity by immigrants in the 1800s.  This means that they thought they would be able to get jobs and provide a better life for their families.  But, there were never enough jobs and employers often treated the immigrants badly.  Immigrant men were paid less than other workers and immigrant women were paid even less.  They were often discriminated against because they were different.

Step Two:  View Story Map:  http://arcg.is/1zmFZse

Step Three:  Refer to the Story Map and the Primary Text with each photo to answer the following questions.

1.  Why do you think Riis was sympathetic to the plight of immigrants?  (photo 2 and 3)

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

2.  Immigrants from many different countries lived together in the crowded tenements.  
     List five countries Riis wrote about in his book.  (photo 5)
· ___________________________

· ___________________________

· ___________________________

· ___________________________

· ___________________________






3.  Homelessness is not a new problem in our society.  
     How many young men did Riis estimate slept on the street each night?  (photo 8)
 
________________________________________________________________________

4.  Riis describes a variety of health and safety problems that immigrants faced in 
     the tenements.  
     List three of these problems.  (photos 6, 7, and 8)
· ____________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________
 

5.  Complete this quotation:  “I know of but one bridge that will carry us over safe, a bridge 
     founded upon _________________ and built of _______________   ________________.” 
     (video 10)

Writing Activity

Do you believe the immigrants in Jacob Riis’ photographs found the United States to be a land of economic opportunity?   Use photos #6, 7, and 8 from the story map to support your answer.

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
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