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Before piloting the map with students, it may be helpful to build background information on Marco Polo with the “The Life and Travels of Marco Polo Context” Word document. If the students have already been studying Marco Polo, this information will not be necessary, and higher students can glean much of this information individually from the Story Map itself. Additional resources to consider, including Spanish language resources that may be more appropriate for newly arrived immigrant Spanish-speakers, can be found in the “Marco Polo Handout” Word document. 
The next step would be to have the students go through the Story Map itself, which will give them background on Kublai Khan, China during this time period, and the Silk Road. After viewing the map, they will be ready to work with primary sources. How many of the excerpts they work with is open to the teacher’s goals and time line.
	The first primary source is embedded in the “Visualization Marco Polo” Word document. This primary source describes Kublai Khan’s Great Palace, and asks the students to draw their brain picture. This is an especially good activity for artistic students and/or visual learners.
	The second primary source is embedded in the “Technology Mod” and “Technology Reg” documents. This source describes coal as it was used in China at that time. In the activity, students are asked to write a paragraph that compares and contrasts the technology present then and now. The modified version supports learners with a pre-writing organizer (that may be the final product for some students).
	The third primary source is embedded in the “Text Evidence Mod” and “Text Evidence Reg” documents. This source describes Suju, and asks students to draw conclusions about Marco Polo’s opinion of the people therein in writing. The modified version provides sentence stems to scaffold students’ writing.
	For advanced students, the last resource found in “Compare Contrast Description Adv” would be an appropriate extension. This displays Marco Polo’s description of Hangzhou as well as an earlier text from a Chinese author who describes the same city. Students are asked to compare and contrast the two authors descriptions.
	A final possible extension activity can be found in “Modernday Writing”. In this activity, students can make connections to their own lives in order to write a narrative piece. This may be a more appropriate extension activity for struggling readers and writers than the aforementioned activity for advanced students.



