The Life and Travels of Marco Polo


Marco Polo was born in 1254 in Venice. His family were merchants. At that time, most merchants were quite wealthy, and Marco received a good education. When Marco was six years old, his father and uncle journeyed to Cathay (China) on a trip that would last until Marco was fifteen. At the age of seventeen, Marco joined his father and uncle on a second trip to Asia. 

	The journey was a long and difficult one. On this voyage, Marco had the opportunity to travel through Armenia, Persia, and Afghanistan,  which were all stops along the Silk Road. Eventually, they reached the heart of the Mongol Empire, Cathay. The leader of the Mongols, Kublai Khan, was greatly impressed by Marco’s language abilities and cultural knowledge. As a result, Marco Polo ended up spending 17 years as a member of Khan’s court.

	While a member of the Khan’s court, Marco learned much about trade, technology, and new ideas. In China, a paper currency was being used, while in Europe, gold and silver coins were used as money. In addition, the Chinese had invented a way to send messages using horsemen who passed letters to each other along a route. In return, the Mongols learned about Europe, in particular Rome and the Pope. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]	In 1293, the Polos began their journey home via ship. The voyage took two years, during which time Kublai Khan died. In 1298, Marco was the captain of a galley-ship in a battle against Genoa, a rival city of his hometown of Venice. He was captured and kept as a prisoner of war. At this time, he met a writer from Pisa who encouraged Marco to write about his experiences in Kublai Khan’s kingdom. This book was published as The Travels of Marco Polo, and became famous almost instantly. 
	
	In 1299, Marco was released from prison. He married Donato Badoer and had three daughters. He died in Venice in 1324 at age 70, and on his deathbed he is reported to have said: “I have only told the half of what I saw!”
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