THE CONSTITUTION OF PRINCE SHOTOKU

[bookmark: _GoBack]Grade Level: 7th 
Time: 2-3 class periods
Teachers: Read Japanese Philosophy prior to teaching the unit: The importation of Confucianism and Buddhism
ENGAGE: Where do the basis of the American legal system have its roots? 
· Greeks/Romans
· Magna Carta
· Common Law
Underlying theme: cultural diffusion
· Do all countries have the same roots?
· Ask for examples.
· “How about Japan?”
· “Did they borrow from others?”

EXPLORE: Let’s explore some aspects of Japanese culture that were borrowed from China. 

Use the PowerPoints Provided: 
· Buddhism: 
· Four Noble Truths
· Eight Fold Path PDF/Video
· Diffusion of Buddhism
· Cartogram
· Five Relationships: 
· Background
· Video
· PPT-Matching Activity: Match the relationship Confucius addressing with each statement (DOC)

EXPLAIN: Both the Buddhism and Five Relationship PPTs have a component where student will be able to explain their understanding of Buddhism and Confucianism. Use the Example PPT in order to do three with parts of The Constitution of Prince Shotoku together as a class.

ELABORATE: The Constitution of Prince Shotoku Assignment
· Constitution Provided as DOC: Feel free to pick and choose as many as you feel necessary based on your students’ abilities.  
· Principals also available as a PPT: Prince Shotoku's Seventeen Article Constitution

EVALUATE: Student should be able to write an “Answer Burger” paragraph that demonstrates their new attained understanding of the cultural diffusion; specifically regarding Buddhism, Confucianism and Japan’s incorporation of new ideas from China via Korea.  You might consider offering a writing frame; such as:

Prior to Shotoku, Japan was isolated and deeply conservative…
Internet Video Resources:

· You Tube downloader: http://www.ytddownloader.com/ 
· You Tube Video-Buddhism: Four Noble Truths and Eightfold Path  
· You Tube Video-The Founding of Confucianism: Overview & Influence  
· You Tube Video-Jen, Li, and the Five Relationships of Confucianism 
· PDF-Selections from the Confucian Analects: On Government– from Asia for Educators
· PDF-The Constitution of Prince Shotoku– from Asia for Educators
· PDF-Buddhism Nirvana Day: The Eightfold Path – from BBC Schools: Religion
· Ancient History Encyclopedia-Confucianism 
· Ancient History Encyclopedia-Buddhism  
Tennessee Standards Addressed:
· Compare the major features of Shinto, Japan’s indigenous religion, and Japanese Buddhism.
· Explain the influence of China and the Korean peninsula upon Japan as Buddhism, Confucianism, and the Chinese writing system were adopted. 
· Describe the reunification of China under the Tang Dynasty and reasons for the cultural diffusion of Buddhism.
· Analyze the role of kinship and Confucianism in maintaining order and hierarchy. 
· Engage effectively in a collaborative discussion describing the development of the imperial state and the scholar-official class (Neo-Confucianism). 
Literacy Standards for Social Studies: 
· Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
· Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
National Geographic Standard: The characteristics, distribution, and complexity of Earth's cultural mosaics; specifically, Changes in cultural characteristics and the distribution of cultures result from migration of people and the diffusion of ideas and technology.
